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Background
• What is the Archivists’ Toolkit (AT)?
• Open source database that supports description 
and management of archival materials.
• AT is customizable to local work settings. 
• AT can be implemented as a stand-alone desktop 
application, a multi-user networked application, or 
a multi-repository networked application. 
Background
• AT history
– Mellon Foundation grant





– Georgia Tech’s experience as a beta test site.
• Testing took place August-November 2006
• Weekly assignments
• Communication with the AT Design Team
Weekly 
assignments
Who were the beta  
testers?
• American Museum of 
Natural History
• Arizona State University
• Bates College
• Brooklyn Museum of Art
• Center for Jewish History
• Das Bundesarchiv
• Georgia Tech 
• Getty Research Institute 
• Harvard University
• Mount Holyoke College
• Nationaal Archief
• New York University 
• Northern Arizona 
University
• Princeton University
• Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography
• University of California 
San Diego
• University of 
Massachusetts Amherst
• University of Michigan
• University of Texas
• Features
– Recording accessions
– Tracking sources and 
donors
– Describing archival 
resources and digital 
objects






– EAD finding aid










– Operating System: 
Windows XP and 
Linux
– Java 5 JRE or JDK
– System memory 
(RAM): 512MB




– Operating System: 
Mac OS X 10.4.5 
– Java 5 JRE or JDK
– CPU: G4 1.2 Ghz
– Hard disk: 100MB free 
space








• Developed by archivists
• Promotes efficiency and standardization
• Supports outputs: EAD 2002, MARC XML
• Serves as master version of finding aid
• Improves description workflow
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